
Ohio’s Runaway Medicaid Program
Since Gov. John Kasich expanded Ohio’s Medicaid program under Obamacare, 
costs and enrollment have exploded. Average monthly costs have jumped more 
than 48 percent in just six years as more Ohioans joined the entitlement 
program. These costs pull resources from other vital government programs and 
increase Ohioans’ dependence on a bankrupt federal government.

One-Quarter of Ohio 
on Medicaid

PER-CAPITA COSTS BY FISCAL YEAR

Ohio’s Medicaid Costs per Capita Rising
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SOURCES: Ohio Department of Medicaid and Ohio O�ce of Budget and Management.
NOTES: Data provided by the Ohio Department of Medicaid for Oct. 2022–April 2023 exclude 
some expenses. Figures shown include Opportunity Ohio estimates for the excluded data based 
on the average of known monthly expenses once missing data was reported.

SOURCES: Ohio Department of Medicaid and Ohio O�ce of Budget and Management.
NOTES: Data provided by the Ohio Department of Medicaid for Oct. 2022–April 2023 exclude 
some expenses. Figures shown include Opportunity Ohio estimates for the excluded data based 
on the average of known monthly expenses once missing data was reported. Cost data is 
unavailable for February 2026.

PERCENTAGE OF STATE POPULATION

SOURCES: Ohio Department of Medicaid and Ohio 
O�ce of Budget and Management.

* Through January 2026—7 months of FY 2026.
SOURCES: Ohio Department of Medicaid and Ohio 
O�ce of Budget and Management.

Medicaid Comprises More 
than Half of Ohio’s Budget
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Ohio private sector
4.92 million

Ohioans
enrolled in
Medicaid

2.91 million
(59.1%)

■ Through JanuaryOhio’s Growing Medicaid Costs

$0

$5

$10

$15

$20

$25

$30

$35

20262024202220202018201620142012

Gov. John Kasich 
expands Medicaid

IN BILLIONS

$16.7 $17.4 

$20.2 
$21.9 $22.3 

$25.3 $26.2 
$27.5 

$29.4 
$28.3 

$30.4 $30.8 

$34.9 
$36.8 

$1.1 $1.5 $1.5 $1.8 $1.8 $1.8 $2.1 $2.5 $2.5 $2.4 $2.3 $2.6 $2.6 $3.2 $3.2

$15.6 $16.0
$18.8

$20.1 $20.5
$23.5 $24.1 $25.0 $26.9 $25.9

$28.1 $28.2
$32.2

$33.6

$0

$3,000

$6,000

$9,000

$12,000

$15,000

2025202320212019201720152013

Cost per Medicaid 
recipient

Cost per Ohio 
resident

$12,126

$3,035


