
OHIO PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYMENT, IN MILLIONS

When Will Ohio Fully Recover?

NOTE: Recovery employment levels are higher than March 2000 levels because of population growth.
In March 2000, Ohio had a population of 11.3 million, and today it is 11.8 million.
SOURCE: Opportunity Ohio calculations based on data from the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, http://www.bls.gov.
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March 2000: 
4.85 million Dec. 2025: 

4.92 million

January 2020: 
4.82 million

April 2020: 
3.97 million

Best case
Dec. 2026

Most likely
Apr. 2027

Worst case 
Aug. 2028
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