
Nevada
Utah

Idaho
Arizona

North Dakota
Colorado
Texas

Montana
Florida

South Dakota
Washington

Georgia
Oregon

Alaska
New Mexico

Wyoming
Nebraska

Minnesota
Oklahoma

Tennessee
Virginia

North Carolina
South Carolina

Arkansas
California

Kentucky
Kansas

Louisiana
Iowa

Wisconsin
Delaware

New Hampshire
Maryland

Hawaii
Indiana

Alabama
Mississippi

Missouri
Massachusetts

West Virginia
New York

Vermont
Maine

Pennsylvania
Illinois

Ohio
Michigan

New Jersey
Rhode Island

Connecticut

0% +20% +40% +60% +80% +100%

0% +20% +40% +60% +80% +100%

Right-to-Work States Dominate Economic Recovery

OUTLIER
Only Forced Unionization 
state in Top 20 not from 
the South or West

JOBS BOOST
Notice the explosion 
in jobs in the past 
six years as those 
states became 
Right-to-Work 
states.

Right-to-Work states have increased their 
employment totals far better than Forced- 
Unionization states, holding eight of the 
top ten spots in employment growth since 
1990. By contrast, Forced-Unionization 
states hold all but one of the 13 worst- 
performing positions, the only exception 
being Michigan which became a 
Right-to-Work state in 2012.

Note: Kentucky, West Virginia, and Missouri are categorized as 
Forced Unionization because they became Right-to-Work states 
only this year.
Sources: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics and 
U.S. Energy Information Administration.
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Top 10 rank in natural gas (2014) or oil (2015) production

KEY STAT
Among the 20 worst performers, only two 
states are long-time Right-to-Work states. 
The other 18 are either long-time Forced 
Unionization states or states that became 
Right-to-Work only in the past five years.


