
SOURCES: Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, and U.S. 
Department of Commerce, National Technical Information Service.

Short-term 
Job Growth

PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN 
POPULATION, 2010–2021

PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN 
POPULATION, 2000–2021

PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN JOBS, 
2010–2021

Short-term 
Population Growth

Long-term 
Population Growth

PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN JOBS, 
2000–2021

Long-term 
Job Growth

Only 18 counties in Ohio experienced 
increased job growth of greater than 1 percent 
since 2000, with 68 counties having lost more jobs 
than they gained in the last 21.5 years. Slightly 
more—33 counties—added jobs over the last 11.5 
years while 55 counties saw less than 1 percent net 
growth with 47 counties—more than half of Ohio’s 
counties—losing jobs since 2010.

Population figures largely match these depress-
ing statistics. From 2000 to 2020, only 27 counties 
increased their populations by 1 percent or more, 
as 61 counties lost citizens. The last ten years were 
even worse as just 19 counties netted a 1 percent or 

more growth in population. A stunning 69 counties 
lost population over the last decade, with 62 coun-
ties experiencing negative population growth.

Most of the job and population growth is 
occurring within an ellipse stretching from Cincin-
nati and its collar counties to Columbus and its 
collar counties. If you live in the ellipse, life is 
probably going just fine for you and your family. 
If, however, you live outside of the ellipse, oppor-
tunities are few and far between for you and your 
family. How much more of Ohio must fade away 
before policymakers stiffen their spines and tackle 
Ohio’s toughest challenges?

A Tale of Two Ohios: Outside of an Ellipse 
Stretching from Cincinnati to Columbus, Ohio 
Is Largely Fading Away
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Ohio Long-term Job Growth

SOURCES: Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, and U.S. 
Department of Commerce, National Technical Information Service.
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Ohio Long-term Population Growth
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SOURCES: Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, and U.S. 
Department of Commerce, National Technical Information Service.
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Ohio Short-term Population Growth
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SOURCES: Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, and U.S. 
Department of Commerce, National Technical Information Service.


