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Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, http://www.bls.gov/lau/.
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Ohio’s working-age 
population (those age 

16 and older) has 
been rising steadily 

since 1999 ...

Notes: Data only available back to 1999. Most recent data available are for November 2013.

... but the number of 
people actually working 

in Ohio has sharply 
declined since 2007 and 
is now less than it was in 

1999.

As a result, the percentage of Ohioans in the labor 
force has plummetted and is currently just above 

the national level.
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In 2008, Ohio was ranked No. 23 in the U.S. in  
labor force participation, but the state has been 

losing ground since and is currently ranked No. 31.
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OHIO’S LABOR FORCE—PICTURES OF DECLINE: December 2013


